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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a Non-Final Office Action in response to the 
Election/Restriction filed on 12 December 2008. Claims 5-8, 10, 13, 14 and 16-23 have 
been withdrawn from consideration per Election. Claims 2, 9, 11, 12, 15, 24, 27 and 28 
have been indicated as "deleted" per claims received by the Office on 03 March 2006, 
which the Examiner has interpreted as "cancelled". Claims 1, 3-8, 10, 14, 16-23, 25, 
26 and 29 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 3, 4, 26 and 29 have been 
examined on their merits. 



Examiner's Note 

2. The Applicant has not provided each claim with the proper status identifier. 
Claims 2, 9, 11, 12, 15, 24, 27 and 28 were indicated as "deleted" in the claims 
received on 03 March 2006 by the Office. 

Per MPEP 714: 

II. MANNER OF MAKING AMENDMENTS UNDER 37 CFR 1.121 

Ai amendments fifed on or after July 30, 2003 must comply with 37 CFR 1.121 as 
revised in the notice of final rule making published in the Federal Register on June 30, 
2003 at 65 Fed. Reg. 3861 1. The maimer of making amendments has been revised to 
assist in the implementation of beginning-to-end electronic image processing of patent 
applications. Specifically, changes have been made to facilitate electronic image data 
capture and processing and streamline the patent application process. If an amendment 
filed on or after July 30,2003 does not comply with revised 37 CFR 1 . 1 2 L the Office 
will notify applicants "via a Notice of Non- Compliant Amendment that the amendment is 
not accepted. 

The revised amendment practice is summarized as follows. 
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(A) Status Identifiers: Hie current status of all of the claims in the application, 
including any previously canceled or withdrawn claims, must be given. Status is 
indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one of the 
following status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (previously presented), 
(canceled), (withdrawn), (new), or (not entered). Hie status identifier (withdrawn 
- currently amended) is also acceptable for a withdrawn claim that is being 
currently amended. See paragraph (E) below lor acceptable alternative status 
identifiers. 

Claims added by a preliminary amendment must have the status identifier 
(new) instead of (original), even when the preliminary amendment is present on 
the filing date of the application and such claim is treated as part of the original 
disclosure. If applicant files a subsequent amendment, applicant must use the 
status identifier (previously presented) if the claims are not being amended, or 
(currently amended) if the claims are being amended, in the subsequent 
amendment, Claims that are canceled by a preliminary amendment that is present 
on the riling date of the application are required to be listed and must have the 
status identifier (canceled) in the preliminary amendment and in any subsequent 
amendment. 

The status identifier (not entered) is used for claims that were previously 
proposed in an amendment (e.g., after-final) that was denied entry. 

For any amendment being filed in response to a restriction or election of species 
requirement and any subsequent amendment, any claims which are non-elected 
must have the status identifier (withdrawn). Any non- elected claims which are 
being amended must have either the status identifier (withdrawn) or (withdrawn - 
currently amended) and the text of the non-elected claims must be presented wife 
markings to indicate the changes. Any non-elected claims that are being canceled 
must have the status identifier (canceled). 



Cla im Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claims 1, 3, 26 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

5. The following claims recite the limitations 

• Claim 1, recites "the configuration" in line 3; "the shape" in lines 8; "the inner 
portion" in line 12; and "said configuration" in line 13 

• Claim 3, lines 2-3 recites "the status of a person present" 

• Claim 26 recites "the configuration" in line 3; "the processing" in line 8; "the 
shape" in lines 7; "said configuration" in lines 10 and 12; and the inner portion" 
in line 12 

• Claim 29 recites "the configuration" in line 2; "the shape" in lines 7; "said 
configuration" in lines 10 and 12; and the inner portion" in line 11 

There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

7. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claim 29 is considered software per se. Computer programs may be explicitly 
claimed as, for example, a series of code or instructions for performing functions or 
may be implicitly claimed as, for example, a system, a module or an apparatus. Where 
there is no evidence in the specification that a means which may be interpreted as 
software, hardware or combinations thereof necessarily includes hardware, it will be 
interpreted in its broadest reasonable sense as a software means, which is the case 
here. 

Thus a claim to functional descriptive material, including computer programs, per 
se, is not patent eligible subject matter. It should be noted that functional descriptive 
material claimed in combination with an appropriate computer readable medium to 
enable the functionality to be realized is patent eligible subject matter if it is capable of 
producing a useful, concrete and tangible result when used in the computer system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1, 3, 4, 26 and 29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,586,254 (hereinafter Kondo). 
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10. As per claim 1, Kondo discloses a control device (Fig. la, element 102) for 
controlling a building (col. 18, lines 20-34, col. 19, lines 4-6, col. 27, lines 63-67 and 
col. 28, lines 1-5) comprising: 

control means (Fig. la, element 103) for changing the of at least one component 
configuration (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, 
flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged manner, changing display symbols), of 
components making up said building (col. 18, lines 20-34); and 

acquiring means for acquiring status information (col. 26, lines 4-52); 

wherein, based on said status information acquired by said acquiring 

means, said control means deform (i.e. changing display symbols) the shape of a 

shape-variable member disposed in said building (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 

28, lines 6-14) or display images on the inner portion of said building so as to 

visually change said configuration (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; 

i.e. changing the color, flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged manner). 

11. As per claim 3, Kondo discloses said status information is information indicating 
the status illumination in said component (col. 30, lines 29-61) 

12. As per claim 4, Kondo discloses a status information storing means (Fig. li, 
element 900) which stores a list (Fig. 11, element 903) relating to said status 
information (col. 20, lines 10-19, col. 26, lines 52-58 and col. 27, lines 43-54). 
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13. As per claim 26, Kondo discloses a control method of a control device (Fig. la, 
element 102) for controlling a building (col. 18, lines 20-34, col. 19, lines 4-6, col. 27, 
lines 63-67 and col. 28, lines 1-5) including: 

a control step for changing the configuration of at least one component (col. 26, 
lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, flashing on or off, 
displaying in enlarged manner, changing display symbols) of 
components making up said building (col. 18, lines 20-34); and 

an acquiring step for acquiring status information (col. 26, lines 4-52); 

wherein, based on said status information acquired by said acquiring 
means, the processing in said control step deforms (i.e. changing display 
symbols) the shape of a shape-variable member disposed in said building (col. 
26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14), or displays images on the inner portion 
of said building so as to visually change said configuration (col. 26, lines 45-58 
and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, flashing on or off, displaying in 
enlarged manner). 

14. As per claim 29, Kondo discloses a building (col. 19, lines 4-6, col. 27, lines 63- 
67 and col. 28, lines 1-5) comprising: 

control means (Fig. la, element 103) for changing the configuration of at least 
one component (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, 
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flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged manner, changing display symbols) of 
components making up said building (col. 18, lines 20-34); and 

acquiring means for acquiring status information (col. 26, lines 4-52); 

wherein, based on said status information acquired by said acquiring 

means, said control means deform (i.e. changing display symbols) the shape of a 

shape-variable member disposed in said building (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 

28, lines 6-14), or display images on the inner portion of said building so as to 
visually change said configuration (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. 
changing the color, flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged manner). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to the control and monitoring of a system. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0135539 discloses a communication 
apparatus and a communication method, an electronic apparatus and a method for 
controlling the electronic apparatus, and a storage medium for collecting information 
relating to apparatus operation from a plurality of users, for generating value-added 
information relating to users' preferences, and for automatically adapting to provision 
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of a variety of services based on user preferences taking advantage of the value-added 
information. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0268264 discloses an information processing 
system and an information processing device, and particularly relates to an information 
processing system and an information processing device enabling highly functional 
processing by, for example, multiple action means acting in response to operations of 
multiple users, or multiple detecting means for detecting the real world in which the 
multiple acting means act, cooperating to share the load of processing. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2007/0201107 discloses an image processing system 
includes an image capturing apparatus, and an image processing apparatus. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,227,121 discloses an advanced control room complex for a 
nuclear power plant, including a discrete indicator and alarm system which is nuclear 
qualified for rapid response to changes in plant parameters and a component control 
system which together provide a discrete monitoring and control capability at a panel 
in the control room. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,492,901 discloses an alarm management system and method 
includes structure and function for receiving one or more process parameter signals 
representative of one or more process parameters. 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,275,617 discloses a transmitter which allows the reproduction 
of a high quality and smooth dynamic image. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,990,489 discloses an information processing apparatus for 
providing content data to terminal units includes a content data storage unit, a 
communication unit, an input information storage unit, an analysis unit, and a 
processing unit. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer L. Norton whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3694. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571-272-3819. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
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Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Albert DeCady/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2121 



/JLN/ 



